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Comments or Questions?
Contact Richard Fosse,

I-5 BDC Executive Director, at
855-6850, or ref12@fresno.com

Strategic Plan Initiatives
2007-08

• Westside Vocational Training Pro-
grams: Continue to promote new voc
ed programs; re-establish career fairs.

• Community Development Pro-
gram: Assist in finding resources in
support of economic and leadership
development.

• Regional Transport Corridors:  Con-
tinue to support improvements to High-
ways 180, 198, 269, and 145.

• Business/Industrial Park on I-5:
Continue to support County search for
1,000-acre business park site includ-
ing along I-5 interchanges.

• Marketing and Promotion of I-5
Area: Develop marketing for Enterprise
Zone companies; enhance city efforts
to promote westside and I-5 areas.

The next meeting of the
I-5 BDC Board of Directors:

February 6, 2008
at the

Tranquillity Irrigation
District Office

ANAEROBIC DIGESTER
COMES TO THE WESTSIDE

On Jan 24th, the Fresno County Planning
Commission will consider two applica-
tions for initial studies and conditional use
permits to build and operate two anaero-
bic digester systems.  Both systems,
one near Madera Ave and McMillin Grade
and the other on Whitesbridge near Napa
Ave, propose to use dairy waste to pro-
duce bio-gas.  The proposed systems
will both sell bio-gas to PG&E and con-
nect to their natural gas pipelines in the
area.

Anaerobic digester technology is a proven
use of dairy waste that also improves air
quality  in the region by capturing the
methane gas escaping from cow manure.
This is the first proposed commercial use
of bio-gas in the area.  Existing systems
typically generate gas utilized internally
to generate electricity for the operation
of the dairy.

$ 50M NEW MARKETS TAX
CREDIT AWARD IS HERE

The National New Markets Fund (NNMF)
has been awarded a $50 million New
Markets Tax Credit Allocation from the
Community Development Financial Insti-
tutions Fund.  The Fund uses its alloca-
tion to channel private investment into eco-
nomically-distressed city neighborhoods
and rural areas.  It has identified four re-
gions as target areas, one of which is the
Central Valley of California (Fresno).

The NNMF is currently reviewing invest-
ment opportunities, looking for develop-
ers in need of financing and/or technical
assistance.  This will support the devel-
opment of real estate and the creation of
employment opportunities.    Priority will
be given to those projects that can ben-
efit low income communities.

For more information, contact Kyle Walton
at NNMF@sdsgroup.com.

NEW PLANNING & DEVELOP-
MENT DIRECTOR IN KERMAN

PROJECTS IN COALINGA

Two new commercial projects are under-
way in Coalinga.  One is a 14,800 sq ft
Walgreens Drug Store, and the other is
Me ’N Eds Pizza, a 3,000 sq ft restau-
rant located at Third Street and Elm Av-
enue (SR 198).

In industrial news, Kings Oil Tool is relo-
cating and their former site will be occu-
pied by the Key Company.  Both firms
are in the oil and gas service industries.

COUNTY’S NEW FACE
PROGRAM HAS

NO INTEREST LOANS
Fresno County is announcing its new
Facade and Commercial Enhancement
(FACE) Program which  will provide zero
interest deferred loans for the improve-
ment and beautification of commercial fa-
cades.  The goal is to improve the busi-
ness districts of small communities, mak-
ing them more attractive to residents and
to economic development opportunities.

The FACE Program is funded through the
County’s Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG) Program.

For further information, contact Jose Leon-
Barraza, Fresno Co Economic Develop-
ment Coordinator,at jbarraza@co.fresno.
ca.us or phone 262-4168

The City of Kerman is welcoming Luis
Patlan as the new Director of Planning
and Development Services.  This is a new
department for the city consisting of Plan-
ning, Building Inspection, and Code/Ani-
mal Enforcement.

Most recently, Mr. Patlan served as Vice
President of Central Valley Land Group
in Kingsburg.  Should you wish to con-
tact him, he can be reached at
lpatlan@cityofkerman.org; and by phone
at 846-9386.
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	Column 1: Enterprise Zone Expanded

Effective January 8, 2oo8, the Fresno County Enterprise Zone was expanded to include the cities of Coalinga, Huron, and Kingsburg.  The expansion makes businesses in those cities eligible for tax breaks for hiring qualified individuals and  equipment purchases.  Training on how to access the tax breaks is being provided at locations around the county.  This brings the total to 13 cities within Fresno County.  For more information contact Jose Barraza at 262-4168.

Walgreen's Under Construction

A new Walgreen's pharmacy is currently under construction in Coalinga..  The 14,000 square foot store is expected to open before Christmas.

Helena Chemical Co. Expands

The company is recognized as a leader in the development and marketing of spray adjuvants used in  agricultural applications worldwide.  The fertilizer part of the business has also continued to expand.  The company recently built a new 50,000 square foot warehouse in Kerman.

	Column 2: 
Funding Fair coming to Visalia

The CA Financing Coordinating Committee is sponsoring a regional workshop  on April 23rd at the Visalia Convention Center.  Representatives from the CA Dept of Public Health, State Water Resources Control Board, CA Dept. of Housing and Community Development, USDA Rural Development, CA Infrastructure and Development Bank, and the Department of Water Resources
will make presentations about their available funding opportunities.  The afternoon will provide time for discussion of individual projects with the funding sources. For info www.cfcc.ca.gov

Assisted Living Facility coming to Kerman.

Trinity Retirement Services, Inc. has received approvals to construct and manage a 24 bed residential care facility to provide 24-hour assisted living care.  The facility will employ between 18-24 full and part-time employees.  

	Column 3: New Shopping Center planned in Kerman.

Located on the southeast corner of Whitesbridge and Madera Ave. the planned center will Kerman's newest commercial center.  The complex will consist of nine separate buildings totaling 75,591 square feet of retail space.  The anchor tenant will be a yet to be named pharmacy.  The parcel is being cleared and prepared for construction at this time.  Contact Sean Mele at Grub&Ellis for more information at 559-447-6235.
Kerman has been seeking more retail and commercial businesses to better balance the housing growth that has occurred.  
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